La Rioja Alta Vina Arana
Reserva 2009
Price: $32.00 Case Price: $28.80 ea
Color:
Body/Type:
Style:
Size:
Winery:
Grapes:
Serve At:
Region:

Red
Full Bodied
Traditional
Bottle, 750 ml
La Rioja Alta
Tempranillo and Mazuelo
59°-64° F
Spain > Rioja

La Rioja Alta
Vina Arana
Rioja Reserva
Tempranillo
2009
Rioja, Spain
On July 10,1890, five Basque and Rioja-based vine growers created
"Sociedad Vinicola De La Rioja Alta" in what is known as the Haro
Station District. This was the beginning of a fascinating business
venture in which the only dream of the five founders was to craft and
age high quality wines. The European spirit which is so popular today
was present in La Rioja and in our winery from the very beginning. Mr
Vigier, a French expert, was hired as technical manager and we were
soon familiar with what is now known as “classic” production. The
company changed its name to "LA RIOJA ALTA" in 1891.
The Rioja DOC sits astride the Ebro river, as it winds its way from its
source in the Sierra de Cantabria range, to the Mediterranean at it's
mouth just below Barcelona. Divided into three subzones, wines of
Rioja often depend largely on which part of the region the vines are
grown.
To the northwest lies Rioja Alta, where Tempranillo and Garnacha
vines grow on the higher elevations of the foothills of the Cantabrias.
Next to it is the Basque region of Rioja Alavesa, where the Alava
province juts into the Ebro Valley. To the southeast is the hotter,
Mediterranean-influenced Rioja Baja, where more of the native
Graciano is blended into the area's reds.
Rioja's wines have historically been simple reds, blended and aged in
American oak. An influx of French winemaking practices led to more
refined efforts at estate-bottling and more judicious use of oak, and
more French oak at that. Nowadays the region is struggling to find a
cohesive identity, producing excellent wines of both new and old world
character.
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